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Field 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001

...............................................Total, all surveyed fields 216,044 220,335 222,419 222,711 224,608 230,650 231,639 238,844

.......................Total, science and engineering fields 159,093 160,190 161,649 161,989 163,403 168,425 170,801 177,644

......................................................Sciences, total 141,043 142,177 143,395 143,269 144,415 148,538 149,989 155,417

.....................................Physical sciences, total 9,167 9,085 9,045 8,848 8,753 8,915 9,128 9,332
.....................................................Astronomy 223 223 227 208 230 225 267 265

......................................................Chemistry 6,845 6,828 6,839 6,722 6,564 6,617 6,773 6,848
..........................................................Physics 1,908 1,835 1,809 1,744 1,780 1,876 1,906 2,045

...............................Physical sciences, n.e.c. 191 199 170 174 179 197 182 174

......................Earth, atmos., & ocean sci., total 5,319 5,434 5,447 5,416 5,568 5,725 5,751 5,892
...................................Atmospheric sciences 242 237 234 263 234 242 268 298

.................................................Geosciences 2,223 2,283 2,320 2,296 2,315 2,400 2,453 2,483
..............................................Oceanography 1,115 1,107 1,070 1,055 1,162 1,222 1,267 1,255

................Earth, atmos., & ocean sci., n.e.c. 1,739 1,807 1,823 1,802 1,857 1,861 1,763 1,856

.............................Mathematical sciences, total 6,531 6,258 6,219 5,868 5,988 6,043 5,781 6,277
............Mathematics & applied mathematics 5,402 5,069 4,986 4,783 4,895 4,862 4,509 4,828

........................................................Statistics 1,129 1,189 1,233 1,085 1,093 1,181 1,272 1,449

...........................................Computer sciences 8,087 8,133 8,797 9,881 10,802 12,570 14,163 15,294

.........................................Agricultural sciences 4,315 4,459 4,449 4,561 4,719 4,910 4,931 5,202

...................................Biological sciences, total 28,137 28,851 28,771 28,617 29,079 29,673 29,918 31,096
........................................................Anatomy 493 465 467 460 413 416 436 419

.................................................Biochemistry 2,377 2,414 2,288 2,176 2,229 2,266 2,224 2,223
..........................................................Biology 6,748 6,903 7,129 7,287 7,213 7,143 7,009 7,170

..................................Biometry/epidemiology 1,586 1,673 1,774 1,781 2,159 2,242 2,192 2,358
.....................................................Biophysics 218 241 244 216 209 213 229 265

...........................................................Botany 1,164 1,144 1,110 1,119 1,118 1,093 1,099 1,084
...................................................Cell biology 1,762 1,848 1,894 1,959 2,052 2,273 2,402 2,446

.........................................................Ecology 745 774 768 781 823 870 906 960
...............................Entomology/parasitology 417 414 424 410 414 406 442 480

........................................................Genetics 912 882 901 959 970 1,007 968 1,041
................Microbio., immunology, & virology 2,490 2,457 2,432 2,396 2,371 2,450 2,434 2,495

.........................................................Nutrition 3,518 3,775 3,680 3,460 3,413 3,431 3,396 3,436
......................................................Pathology 782 780 809 832 804 804 828 901

...............................................Pharmacology 1,352 1,311 1,291 1,229 1,325 1,343 1,515 1,606
.....................................................Physiology 986 1,058 981 934 886 898 877 911

.........................................................Zoology 844 831 787 722 712 686 660 685
........................................Biosciences, n.e.c. 1,743 1,881 1,792 1,896 1,968 2,132 2,301 2,616

...............................................Psychology, total 38,138 37,764 37,747 37,619 37,462 37,370 37,030 37,583
......................................Psychology, general 12,369 11,995 11,646 11,874 11,844 11,384 11,087 11,438

.......................................Clinical psychology 8,998 8,932 9,087 9,312 9,173 9,285 9,283 9,389
.........................................Psychology, n.e.c. 16,771 16,837 17,014 16,433 16,445 16,701 16,660 16,756

........................................Social sciences, total 41,349 42,193 42,920 42,459 42,044 43,332 43,287 44,741
..................................Agricultural economics 748 783 710 688 680 715 789 835

....................Anthropology (cultural & social) 4,593 4,553 4,686 4,501 4,556 4,644 4,688 4,562
....................Economics (except agricultural) 3,793 3,876 3,783 3,512 3,464 3,499 3,773 3,982

....................................................Geography 1,598 1,585 1,561 1,625 1,663 1,703 1,631 1,786
................History and philosophy of science 140 139 152 162 193 212 219 244

.....................................................Linguistics 2,066 2,000 2,023 2,017 1,953 1,833 1,744 1,793
............................................Political science 15,584 15,950 15,632 15,404 14,961 15,575 15,944 16,518

......................................................Sociology 5,740 5,783 5,785 5,822 5,696 5,739 5,604 5,709
.................................Sociology/anthropology 591 554 541 571 522 470 463 500

..................................Social sciences, n.e.c. 6,496 6,970 8,047 8,157 8,356 8,942 8,432 8,812

..................................................Engineering, total 18,050 18,013 18,254 18,720 18,988 19,887 20,812 22,227
.....................................Aerospace engineering 358 351 352 371 382 423 469 485
....................................Agricultural engineering 200 202 210 218 243 251 268 284
....................................Biomedical engineering 697 726 733 826 870 1,004 1,070 1,241

.......................................Chemical engineering 1,529 1,567 1,651 1,720 1,727 1,733 1,881 1,829
...............................................Civil engineering 4,211 4,232 4,300 4,164 4,102 4,157 4,286 4,479

.......................................Electrical engineering 4,102 4,088 4,122 4,438 4,747 4,973 5,351 6,030
.........................................Engineering science 306 297 295 278 331 319 342 363

...........................Industrial/manufacturing eng. 2,857 2,823 2,769 2,656 2,452 2,659 2,734 2,808
....................................Mechanical engineering 1,823 1,677 1,636 1,779 1,762 1,788 1,853 1,939

..............................Metallurgical/materials eng. 1,083 1,074 1,077 1,117 1,130 1,084 1,041 1,173
...........................................Mining engineering 50 42 54 63 55 55 46 36
..........................................Nuclear engineering 153 145 153 143 134 144 156 157

......................................Petroleum engineering 59 71 60 77 55 82 87 92
............................................Engineering, n.e.c. 622 718 842 870 998 1,215 1,228 1,311

See explanatory information, if any, and SOURCE at end of table.
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....................................................Total, health fields 56,951 60,145 60,770 60,722 61,205 62,225 60,838 61,200

...............................................Medical fields, total 8,686 9,115 8,771 8,829 9,745 10,241 9,968 10,644
.................................................Anesthesiology 501 517 488 485 501 467 429 494

.........................................................Cardiology 4 5 5 7 8 26 15 19
................................Oncology/cancer research 98 92 89 109 112 137 127 142

...................................................Endocrinology 38 32 22 19 25 32 28 28
..............................................Gastroenterology 0 0 0 2 0 5 6 6

.......................................................Hematology 0 1 3 3 1 4 2 2
.........................................................Neurology 580 671 704 730 767 821 892 1,013

...............................Obstetrics and gynecology 2 2 1 9 5 10 6 13
..................................................Ophthalmology 17 18 21 19 24 30 31 23

..........................................Otorhinolaryngology 2 0 0 0 0 0 6 2
..........................................................Pediatrics 218 198 221 283 273 261 313 327

............Preventive medicine/community health 6,366 6,683 6,329 6,283 7,195 7,590 7,090 7,302
.........................................................Psychiatry 183 204 167 189 115 96 147 156

...........................................Pulmonary disease 0 0 0 0 0 2 2 5
..........................................................Radiology 86 97 103 90 85 67 91 106

.............................................................Surgery 62 92 87 77 65 54 70 41
....................................Clinical medicine, n.e.c. 529 503 531 524 569 639 713 965

........................................Other health fields, total 48,265 51,030 51,999 51,893 51,460 51,984 50,870 50,556
................................................Dental sciences 418 462 494 559 566 549 550 563

.............................................................Nursing 25,491 26,744 25,623 24,825 23,432 22,813 21,160 21,351
..................................Pharmaceutical sciences 1,302 1,284 1,323 1,287 1,364 1,690 1,841 2,015

.............................Speech pathology/audiology 10,426 11,005 11,820 12,141 12,138 12,540 12,632 12,187
..........................................Veterinary sciences 427 463 466 616 679 736 760 866
.........................................Health related, n.e.c. 10,201 11,072 12,273 12,465 13,281 13,656 13,927 13,574

KEY: n.e.c. = Not elsewhere classified

SOURCE: National Science Foundation/Division of Science Resources Statistics, Survey of Graduate Students and Postdoctorates in Science and 
Engineering


